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Spatial Composition and Resource Utilization in the Tatara Villages in Early Modern Japan:

A Case Study of Tonami Village in Hino County, Houki Province

KAJI Itaru

This study examines the spatial composition of mountains in tatara villages in early modern Japan
and the competing interests among stakeholders who regulated access to resources, by analyzing a
pictorial map and related historical documents.

Tatara iron manufacturing is a traditional method of iron-making that uses iron sand and charcoal
as raw materials. In the early modern period, it developed in the inland mountainous areas of the
Chugoku region and along the coast of the Sea of Japan. In this study, we regarded the villages that
had a socio-economic relationship with the iron industry as tatara villages, and selected Tonami Vil-
lage in Hino County of the Tottori domain as the research area.

The mountains of the tatara villages correspond to areas other than cultivated land and residential
land, and consisted of three land categories: grassland (kusayama), where peasants collected grass
for fertilizer and fodder; wooded areas owned privately by peasants (hyakushomochi-bayashi); and fu-
elwood forests for iron-making owned by iron manufacturers (fefsuzan-rin). In each area, the villagers
(murakata) and the iron manufacturers (fetsuzan-shi) used the resources. The former used the low
and flat land in the center of the village mainly for cultivation and gathering grass and firewood. In
contrast, the latter used high slopes at the periphery of the village for iron production.

The characteristic feature of the tatara villages is the complex overlap between the agricultural
use of resources by the villagers and the mining of resources by the iron manufacturers in each area.
These two types of resource utilization were regulated by the strength of various rights between the
villagers and the iron manufacturers. For example, the villagers had stronger rights to cultivated land
and weaker rights to tetsuzan-rin, whereas the rights of the iron manufacturers to use resources
were the opposite.

An analysis of the pictorial map drawn in 1839 and related documents on Tonami Village indicates
the following.

First, the spatial extent of the sale of fuelwood forest land was different from that of the sale of
live trees. While the former was broad and fixed, the latter consisted of smaller parts, which were
more flexible in order to accommodate tree growth and various other conditions.

Second, in the 1839 case of the exchange of fuelwood forests owned by the Kinoshita family, an
iron manufacturer, in Tonami Village, and those owned by the Shibata family, wealthy merchant of the
Mori domain, in Osuge Village, the prices of land and live trees were estimated separately. Judging
by the method of calculating the estimated price, the right to use live trees was separated from the
right to own the land.

Third, for iron manufacturers, owning tetsuzan-rin meant that they were obligated to pay taxes and
had the right to sell the live trees and manage forest resources.

The characteristics of the tatara village revealed by this study contribute to our understanding of
the inland of the Chugoku region.

Key words: tatara iron manufacturing, fuelwood forests for iron-making, resource utilization,
pictorial map, Tonami Village





