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Immigration Museums depicting Multiethnic Chicago at the time of E. W. Burgess

YAGASAKI Noritaka and TAKAHASHI Koki

Immigration museums provide geographers with the means to depict a region and a time period.
There are two types of immigration museums: One is to keep a record of emigration history in the
place of origin and the other is established by an immigrant group in the host society for the purpose
of enhancing ethnic identity and solidarity. While immigrant groups in the United States have estab-
lished immigrant museums, Chicago is characterized by thirteen immigration museums. Chicago
grew as a multiethnic city from the mid-nineteenth century through the beginning of the twentieth
century due to the development of transportation and industries and to the influx of immigrants from
Europe. When E. W. Burgess studied Chicago in the early 1920s from the viewpoint of human ecolo-
gy, the Midwestern city was experiencing a social change from rural to urban society, urban growth
with diverse immigrant quarters, and suburbanization based on streetcar lines and automobiles.
Comparing the map of ethnic groups in 1920 with the one in 2000, geographic changes are observed
that took place during the eighty-year period. Although most immigrant quarters existed in 1920 dis-
appeared as ethnic population became suburbanized, immigrant museums exist in the locale where
immigrant quarters once existed. This suggests that immigrant museums play a role in recording and
remembering the memory of immigrant quarters that flourished at the beginning of the twentieth
century. New groups of immigrant that increased since the 1970s also establish and manage immigra-
tion museums in Chicago, providing the means to maintain the tie with their native places. Our case
study in Chicago suggests that immigration museums are keys to understand multiethnic America.

Key words: Immigrants, Immigrant quarter, Immigration museum, Chicago, E. W. Burgess



