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The Establishment and Evolution of a Winery in Iwai Village, Yatsushiro County
Yamanashi Prefecture: An Analysis of the Industry and the Actors in the First Term of
the Meiji Era

YUZAWA Noriko

The purpose of this article is to clarify the evolution of new industry and the characteristics of the
actors in the first term of the Meiji era, through the analysis of a winery in Iwai village, Yatsushiro
county, Yamanashi prefecture.

Although the wine industry in Japan was unstable in the first term of the Meiji era, development
soon progressed after that. The first winery was established in Yamanashi prefecture in Japan. In the
Taisho era, Yamanashi prefecture became the great production area of wine in Japan.

In Yamanashi prefecture, policy encouraged not only industry but also the foundation of a winery
in Iwai village. The actors of Iwai winery were promoters, stockholders, producers of wine and vines.
They played certain roles, for example promoters, stockholders, and viticulturists. This means that
the actors were not only investors, but also agriculture and wine technicians, and village leaders.

An analysis of Iwai winery revealed that the quantity of wine decreased, but the profits increased.
Then, Iwai winery was dissolved in the year 1886. The dissolution was the result of an argument
that took place at the general meeting of stockholders for two years in a row.

In the already established research, the establishment and the dissolution of Iwai winery were the
result of two factors. The first is immaturity in skills to produce, market and sell wine. The second is
the problems among stockholders in the Matsukata deflation, because there commercialism.

However, in the analysis of this paper, I insist that the dissolution of Iwai winery was an important
factor in the preparation for growth in wine production. The presentation a possibility and a limitation
of new production had an importance historical meaning that was condition to introduce new produc-
tion and technology for next generation.

Key words: The first term of the Meiji era, Yamanashi prefecture, vine culture, wine,
Iwai village, actors



