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About an East Asia Map titled Kaito-sangokuzu that is owned by
the Kyujanggak Archives of Seoul National University

KAWAMURA Hirotada

Several old maps are owned by the Kyujanggak Archives (Z5Z£[) of Seoul National University,
which is the library of the Li-regimed Korea Dynasty. The inventory includes an East Asia map titled
Kaito-sangokuzu (S =[F|[X]). This map covers China, Korea, Japan, and Ryukyu, but includes only
the figure of the northeastern region (Manchuria) of China and the coastal area of East China Sea.
According to the commentary of the Archives, it is estimated that this map was prepared in the later
18th century by the private cartographer Cho’'ng Hu-jo (#(/£iiE). However, the description only fo-
cuses on facets concerned with the map of Korea, and there is no explanation about Japan.

Usually, although Japan is depicted as small and approximately comparable to Korea in maps made
during the age of the Korean Dynasty, Japan is portrayed as larger than Korea in this map, which is
extremely rare for old maps made in Korea. In this map, the geographical description of Japan is de-
tailed as compared to those of Korea or China. The names of several places are mentioned all over
the Japanese figure, and land and sea routes are elaborately drawn. Castle towns are distinguished
from general villages and towns, and are specifically illustrated with a red quadrangle. About 230 cas-
tle towns are shown in this map.

Although a Japanese figure closely resembling the abovementioned cannot be found in maps made
in Japan during the Edo period, the figure in the map seems barely similar to the figure of Japan that
is placed in the encyclopedia of Ryoan Terajima (3§ %), It is estimated that the original drawing
of Japan of the Kaito-sangokuzu was described with reference to the map of Ryoan Terajima, which
was drawn at the beginning of the 18th century in Japan.

It is significant that the Kaito-sangokuzu illustrates a land route to Beijing and a sea route to Edo
from the Korean capital, and it is depicted as a continuous side in East Asia. Based on this facet, it
can be assumed that a change had occurred in Korea's traditional geographical outlook toward East
Asia. Owing to this changed outlook, this new type of figure in the map of East Asia was drawn in
Korea at the end of the 18th century. In China, the Ming dynasty, to which Korea had looked up as
the suzerain, had fallen, and the Qing dynasty had arisen. Korea had become strongly self-conscious
of being a center that had inherited Confucianism. Conversely, the unrealistic outlook toward Japan
could become evident through reports on Korean-Japanese missions and other information concern-

ing Japan.
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