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The Selection Process of National Park Landscape Areas and the Imaginative

Geographies in Taiwan during the Japanese Colonial Period

KANDA Koji

In this paper, I discuss the relationship between the selection process of national park landscape
areas and the imaginative geographies in Taiwan during the Japanese colonial period while focusing
on the ambivalent and contradictory nature of modern spatiality.

In mainland Japan, twelve national parks characterized by mountain landscapes were designated in
1934 and 1936. Influenced by setting up the national parks in mainland Japan, in 1937 the Taiwan Co-
lonial Government designated three Taiwanese national parks: The Daiton National Park, The Tsugi-
taka-Taroko National Park, and The Nitaka-Ari Mountains National Park. These Taiwanese national
parks were mountain landscape areas as a result of the selection criteria of national parks in mainland
Japan being applied to those in Taiwan. Natural, majestic landscapes symbolizing the great Japanese
Empire were selected to imply Japanese superiority and attract tourists from all over the world. The
bureaucrats of the Taiwan Colonial Government selected the three parks in 1934, and Tsuyoshi
Tamura, who had played an important role in selecting national parks in mainland Japan, approved
this selection in Taiwan.

However, some local intellectuals living in Taiwan opposed this decision in the first meeting of the
Taiwan National Parks Committee, which was held in 1936 to discuss the appropriateness of the
three candidate national park areas in Taiwan. Several intellectuals insisted on reducing the number
of national parks for the following reasons: a single national park alone would be able to express the
pride of Taiwan more effectively; Nitaka and Tsugitaka-Taroko were too close, and similar, to each
other to be regarded as separate areas; and Daiton was too small to qualify as a national park. The
meeting also involved selecting landscapes that should be included in Taiwanese national parks. Ichi-
ro Hayasaka, a professor at Taipei Imperial University and famous paleontologist, said that the dis-
tinctive characteristics of Taiwan could be found in the tropical landscapes. According to him, such
landscapes were seldom seen in other Japanese areas and could become important tourist sites. As a
result, Taiwanese national parks had to cover the southern area of Taiwan, rich with coral reefs and
tropical rain forests. However, Tamura and the government bureaucrats refuted these ideas for the
following reasons: the number of national parks in Taiwan was suitable under the Japanese selection
standard; the national park landscape areas had to be characterized by mountains for training the
mind and body of Japanese subjects; and the aim should not be to turn national parks into tourist
spots. These conflicts revealed that the selection of Taiwanese national parks was related to the
identity politics of spatial scale between Taiwan and Japan, and that the relations between nationalism
and tourism were not always harmonious.

These conflicts emerged especially in relation to the imaginative geographies of the tropical land-
scape, as seen in the different perspectives of Tamura and Hayasaka with regard to tropical land-
scape. Tamura and the bureaucrats felt otherness for the Japanese in this landscape and viewed it as
opposing Japanese identity. Furthermore, influenced by the notion of environmentalism, they imag-
ined the tropical landscape to be a symbol of the torrid lowlands that would degenerate both the Japa-
nese mind and body. Hayasaka also focused on the otherness of the tropical landscape, but he
believed that it evoked the image of the southern paradise that would attract tourists from mainland
Japan.

As a result of such ambivalent characteristics of the imaginative geographies of the tropical land-
scape, Taiwanese national parks differed from those in mainland Japan in some aspects. First, Tai-
wanese national parks were believed to be places to regenerate the Japanese, who were thought to
degenerate while residing in the torrid lowlands of Taiwan, into the authentic Japanese through the



cool air similar to that found in mainland Japan. Thus, despite it being too small to be a national park
as per Japanese national park selection criteria, Daiton was selected as a national park because of its
proximity to Taipei city, where many Japanese lived, who were thought to require regeneration. The
second differing aspect was the approach to tropical landscapes in mountainous areas. Although na-
tional parks in Taiwan and Japan were similar in that they were set up in mountainous areas, the for-
mer included tropical landscapes that were emphasized in order to make them more attractive. As a
result, national parks in Taiwan became hybrid landscapes.

The meanings assigned to tourism and tropical landscapes were changed in the selection process
of the Taiwanese national parks. Tamura and the government bureaucrats had often emphasized the
importance of tourism and tropical landscapes at the planning stage itself. However, they denied this
in the first meeting of the Taiwan National Parks Committee in 1936. Furthermore, after the desig-
nation of the Taiwan national parks in 1937, they began to focus attention on the role of tourism and
the attraction of tropical landscapes again with the rise of the political desire to conquer southern na-
tions. As seen in this case, in the dynamic process of designating space for national parks in Taiwan
during the Japanese colonial period, the relationships among landscapes, imaginative geographies,
meanings, politics, tourism, special scales, and so forth, were intricately changing.

Key words: National Park, Landscape, Imaginative geography, Tourism, Politics



