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Spatial perceptions of noblemen concerning Heian-kyo

ANDO Tetsuro

This paper provides a synoptic view concerned with the spatial perceptions of noblemen regarding
the distinction between inside and outside Heian-kyo (present day Kyoto) from the 9th to 12th cen-
tury (Heian period). The key of this study is the descriptions of place names in historical sources.
Historical sources for this study are the diaries written by noblemen during the Heian period.

I pay particular attention to the words, “Kyo” and “Raku”. “Kyo” and “Raku” mean Heian-
kyo(Kyoto). Raku is derived from “Luoyang”, the ancient capital of China. The distinction between
inside and outside Heian-kyo is also evident from the words: “Ki (back to)-kyo” and “Ki-Raku” be-
cause I believe that when noblemen wrote these words, they were keeping in mind ‘inside’ or ‘out-
side’ Heian-Kyo.

An examination of the diaries reveals four main points.

First, noblemen didn’t distinguish clearly inside Heian-kyo from outside in the late Heian period.
Moreover, the perceptions were affected by the time. In addition, the peripheral zone was assimilated
with inside Heian-kyo when writers moved outside or felt close to the peripheral zone.

Second, writers had various perceptions of Heian-kyo. Especially, noblemen thought that Emperors
and the chief advisers of the Emperors must have stayed inside Heian-kyo, so writers distinguished
inside and outside when they wrote about the behaviors of Emperors and the chief advisers of the
Emperors.

Third, noblemen wrote “Ki-Kyo” or “Ki-Raku” many times when they went back to Heian-kyo
from the southward direction. On the other hand, they less frequently wrote “Ki-kyo” or “Ki-Raku”
when they returned from the eastward direction. So, if the directions of destinations were different,
then the perceptions about the boundary of Heian-kyo were also different. We consider that the area
of Heian-kyo was expanded.

Fourth, noblemen distinguished clearly inside from outside Heian-kyo in the following cases: (1)
when they thought about desirable aspects of Heian-kyo, (2) they had a sense of crisis of losing their
capital, and (3) when events occurred that they thought inappropriate for Heian-kyo. Noblemen were
not necessarily conscious of ‘inside’ or ‘outside’ but if the time or circumstances changed, their per-
ceptions would be varied.

I can show the spatial perceptions about Heian-kyo whereby the outside was sometimes assimilat-
ed with Heian-kyo. Otherwise, their distinction varied depending upon situations.

Key words: Heian-kyo, spatial perception, inside Heian-Kyo, outside Heian-kyo,
diaries written by noblemen



