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The Process of the Socio-Spatial Exclusion of Religious Groups:
The Case of the “Mino-Mission Incident” in the 1930s

ASO Tasuku

This article aims to analyze the logic that caused the Socio-Spatial exclusion of heterogeneous
Religious Groups and highlights a group of Christianity called the Mino-Mission.

The Mino-Mission was one group of Christianity that was established in Ogaki City, Gifu Prefec-
ture in 1918. The founder was Sadie Lee Weidner who was an elementary school teacher who also
acted as the principal of Miyagi-Jogakko from 1900 to 1913. She then returned to America to prepare
for evangelism in Japan. In 1918, she came back to Japan and established a church in the mansion of
Earl Toda who was once a feudal lord. Afterwards, she named the church the Mino-Mission and ex-
tended the scale of it. In 1930, the Mino-Mission had 12 churches in West Gifu with 20 staffs and
141 believers.

At the same time, Weidner ran a kindergarten which the children of doctors and members of the
municipal assembly attended. Weidner also protected widows, women working away from home,
families of mothers and children, and Koreans living in Japan. These people groups, recognized as
heterogeneous, were discriminated against in Japanese society in those days. The Mino-Mission also
gradually became recognized as Heterogeneous by including these groups.

This article especially focuses on “Heterotopias” by Michel Foucault. Heterotopias mean the
spaces or places in which Heterogeneous people groups, who don’t meet with “general” society, ex-
ist at the same time. The Mino-Mission had the characteristics of “Heterotopias”.

In June, 1933, some children who belonged to the Mino-Mission rejected worshipping at Ise-Jingu.
Some of the children who rejected worshipping went to Naka-elementary school, one of the five ele-
mentary schools in Ogaki city. The principal of the elementary school explained the problem to their
mothers and Weidner. However, they expressed their beliefs and rejected the principal’s teaching.
Some local newspapers reported this series of events from June to September. During this period
some people persecuted the Mino-Mission.

Well-informed local people criticized the Mino-Mission in local newspapers. They also organized
one group and petitioned the Japanese government and the Gifu prefectural office to exclude the Mi-
no-Mission from Ogaki city and Japan. The group also gave some lectures to the citizens of Ogaki
city on excluding the Mino-Mission.

The PTA of Naka elementary school asked the parents of kindergarteners to write Returning-
from-kindergarten reports and submit them to the Mino-Mission. Some people recognized the kin-
dergarten of Mino-Mission as “the space of the origin of fearful thought”. They also recognized that
the Mino-mission was a dangerous group and should be excluded from Ogaki city and Japan. And as
a consequence, the kindergarten was closed.
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