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The Way North From Naniwa :
Restoration of the 8th Century Yodogawa River Partition and the Mishima Way

KADONGO, Koh-ichi

The road referred to as Mishima-ji and Mishima-do is mentioned in the “Shokunihongi” and “Ni-
honsandaijitsuroku,” two of the “Six National Histories,” and a part of this route was described in
January, Year Four of the Wado era (hereafter referred to as “Year Four of the Wado Era Road”). The
fact that the starting point of this road is Naniwa shows that a way north from Naniwa existed.
However, determining the details of the route still poses many problems.

While fragmentary, there are references to the road in reports about bridge construction. One re-
port states that “the way north from Naniwa” proceeds north across the tributaries of the Yodogawa
Rivers. Moreover, other reports on bridge construction and ferryhoats along the path of the road can
be found in the Six National Histories. The first reference to the road in literature is made in the
chronology of the eighth century Buddhist monk Gyoki (“Gyokinenpu”), which mentions bridge con-
struction relating to the road and Tarumi-no-Fuseya. In the “Tonaninmonjo,” there is a report con-
cerning the construction of Umaya on the northern coast of Horie that assumes the existence of the
ERkiro road. Furthermore, the citing of the Ekiro road and previously mentioned bridge construction,
along with the report about the Fuseya construction, are all in agreement with regard to the circum-
stances. Connecting the assumed locations of these bridges—the Fuseya, the ferryboat terminal,
and the Umaya—produces a path that leads to Tarumi following the present-day Zenjin-bashi line
from a location near the most westerly point from Naniwakyo. Since Gyoki’s construction work and
the erection of the second half of Naniwakyo occurred around the same time, it’s possible that Gyo-
ki’s construction work constituted part of the Naniwakyo erection. Nevertheless, the road was first
constructed by Gyok: and later came under the management of the state. It is thought to have been
completed before 744 (Tempyo 16), the time of the first recorded passing through the Mishima Way.

From Tarumi, there was a road leading northeast to Nanao. Tiles were produced for the second
Naniwakyo in the Nanao tile kiln, and the Kameoka Kaido road still exists to this day. Along this
route, there are traces of many ancient roads that went in a straight line, and the fact that the road
goes via Nanao proves that there was an ancient road there. Following the local “jori” grid land ad-
justments (or land partitions), the road goes northeast from Nanao. From the point where He-
kurayama is visible to the north, the road veers towards the mountain, four degrees east of true
north. Although the “Jori” grid land adjustments (the Shimashimo Southern Area Land Adjustments)
of the area where the Nanao tile kiln is located were special adjustments which incline west about 33
degrees, they are constructed in parallel with the contours of the land. These adjustments were
probably established on the basis of the Mishima Way (Kameoka Kaido).

Moreover, it is thought that the straight road, heading towards Hekurayama, was constructed be-
ginning at the point where the view of the mountain was unobstructed by the Senri Hills. Although
surrounding land adjustments were correctly aligned to the north, the road veers east four degrees.
Therefore, it can probably be concluded that the road was constructed before the land adjustments
were made. Although the road would normally be expected to extend to the south of the foot of
Hekurayama, this was avoided in order to evade a river confluence zone. Then, near Maruoka, the
road followed the route of the Kameoka Kaido bound for Kori village, and eventually merged with the
Year Four of the Wado Era Road. The above evidence shows that the Shimakami and Shimashimo
public offices and Heijokyo and Naniwa were all connected. This provides a glimpse of an ancient
transportation network.
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