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The Evaluation of Modern Industrial Landscapes:
The National/ Local Context of the Blast Furnace in Kitakyushu City

YAMAMOTO Rika

In Japan, since the 1990s, modern industrial landscapes, such as blast furnaces and coal mines, be-
gan to be considered as part of the cultural heritage. This paper aims to analyze the different evalua-
tions of modern industrial landscapes from the perspective of spatial scales —national and local —
through the case study of the preservation of a blast furnace in Kitakyushu City from 1989 to the
1990s.

Generally, modern industrial heritages tend to be evaluated in the national context rather than the
local one; these are considered to have facilitated the modernity of Japan. However, the blast furnace
has existed in local society and has greatly influenced it. Therefore, in this paper, I address the eval-
uation of the blast furnace from both the national and local contexts, and investigate two questions —
why is there a tendency to evaluate the heritages in the national context and what is the nature of
the evaluation in a local context.

In chapter III, I describe the institutional process of how the blast furnace came to be placed in the
national scale. First, the preservation of the blast furnace had been undertaken irrespective of the
opinions and wishes of the residents. Second, the assimilation of the blast furnace into the modern
industrial heritage was inevitably linked to the national context.

In chapter IV, I present an analysis of why the local people desired to preserve this industrial heri-
tage. The residents did not consider the blast furnace as a symbol of modernity but as a symbol of
change in the local community. This change implied independence from the steel company, which
had greatly influenced the local community for approximately a century. Moreover in chapter V, I
show that the blast furnace is evaluated as a symbol of the local community from a new perspective
and it conveys the meaning of the independent community even now.

In conclusion, this paper clarifies that there exists a great discrepancy between the national and lo-
cal evaluation of the blast furnace. It is particularly noteworthy that the unique evaluation in the lo-
cal context has survived and reproduced despite the powerful evaluation in the national context.

Key words: modern industrial landscape, evaluation of cultural heritage, national, local, Kitakyushu
City





