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Temple Town Kizuki (Taisha) of [zumo-Oyashiro Shrine as Expressed in Old Pictorial Maps

Oxa Kozo (Shimane Prefectural Museum)

Kizuki, generally called Taisha nowadays, has long been a temple town (Monzenmachi) of Izumo-
Oyashiro (often called Izumo-Taisha) Shrine located in San’in region in Japan. This paper describes
the social structure of the Shrine and the town mainly in the Edo period, and examines the change of
recognition toward the landscape around the Shrine through the consideration of three pictorial maps
made in medieval times and the Edo period.

Kizuki was governed by the two houses of senior priests, and the inhabitants had a close connec-
tion with them. The Shrine attracted many pilgrims and collected donations from the believers all
over the country, so that it could maintain the religious activities, although its domain was not vast.

The second part of the paper investigates three pictorial maps. The first was perhaps made in the
1240s, which the author claims; the second was around 1664; and the third was painted in 1841.
They cover the area of influence of the Shrine at each time. Mt. Misen, the highest mountain in this
area, is impressive in the first map, because it had been regarded as sacred at that time. In the picto-
rial maps in the Edo period, however, Mt. Yakumo-yama is exaggerated, which represents that the
mountain became more sacred than Mt. Misen.

Key words: pictorial map, temple town, Kizuki, Izumo-Oyashiro Shrine
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