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Distribution of the Belief of Hakuyu-san/Takayu-san in the Nasu Mountains

HIROMOTO Shoko

Hakuyu-san/ Takayu-san was a sacred place of mountain belief located in the Nasu
Mountains on the border between Tochigi and Fukushima Prefectures. Whereas “Hakuyu
-san” is the name used at the settlement for the mountain pilgrimage at the western foot
of the mountains, it is called “Takayu-san” at the southeastern foot. The belief which
originated in the Edo period disappeared about 1950. This paper aims to clarify the
distribution of the belief of Hakuyu-san/Takayu-san and its historical change. The
materials collected for the analysis are inscriptions on the stone monuments, historical
records concerning the belief and description on the pilgrimage in the folk-custom
investigation reports.
The results obtained are as follows:
1. Thebelief of Hakuyu-san/Takayu-san had spread between Koriyvama City and Miharu
Town in Fukushima in the north and Moka City in Tochigi in the south in the Edo
period.
2. The belief still remained in the mid-twentieth century in Shimogo Town and Nishigo
| Village lying at the northern foot of the mountains.
‘ 3. Whereas the belief in Nishigo Village had been comprised of both Hakuyu-~san and
Takayu-san in the Edo period, only the latter existed after the Meiji period.
4. The belief of Hakuyu-san popular in Tochigi Prefecture in the Edo period was out
of existence in the Meiji period.

Key words: Nasu Mountains, mountain belief, distribution of belief, stone monument,
historical records






