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Possession and Management of Minami Torishima Island :
From Catching Albatross to Getting Guano and Phosphate Rocks

HIRAOKA Akitoshi

Taking the case of Minami Torishima Island, which is located in the most distant part
of the Japanese territory, this study tried to clarify what motivated people in the Meiji
Era to pioneer and develop the frontier there in relation to the Japanese people’s advance
into the South Sea Islands.

My examinations suggest that the adventurous people’s main purpose for developing
the South Sea frontier, Minami Torishima Island, turns out to be catching albatross, whose
feathers brought a large amount of wealth for them. Besides, this advance to the South
Sea contributed to enlarging the eastern boundary of Japan. The island’s name “Minami
Torishima” (the South Bird Island) actually derived from this albatross industry.

My study also points out the followings: the conflict between Japan and the US over
the acquisition of Minami Torishima Island in 1902 reveals, from the historical geographic
view, that the Japanese people in the Meiji Era rushed to many South Sea Islands for
albatross and the conflict with the US caused them to notice the real value of guano and
phosphate rocks.

However, each island is small enough to quickly run out of phosphate resources, so that
people moved in search of more resources to farther South Sea Islands beyond the territory
of Japan. We should be reminded of the fact that in the early Meiji Era many unknown
Japanese spread and worked over little islands in the Pacific Ocean.

Key words: Advance to South Sea Islands, Pioneering of Minami Torishima, Albatross,
Guano, Phosphate Rocks





