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Landscape of Yokohama’s Foreign Settlement at the end of the Nineteenth Century: An
Analysis of Yokohama Shinkei Ichivan Zue

OTOBE, Junko

This paper aims to clarify the land use of Yokohama’s Foreign Settlement by
analyzing Yokohama Shinkei Ichiran Zue (Yokohama Authentic Pictorial Map) depicted
in 1891 together with copperplate prints and photographs of those days. By comparing
the pictorial map with copperplate prints and photographs, it is clear that the pictorial
map reflects the land use of those days as far as streets and buildings in the foreign
settlement are concerned. Assuming that Yokohama Shinkei Ichiran Zue reflects the
land use of the foreign settlement in 1891, three districts are identified: Offices of
foreign merchants and shops occupying the former foreign settlement; houses and small
shops with residence in the former Yokohama Shinden; and warchouses and
storehouses in the new reclaimed settlement. It is also clear that the buildings facing
the streets and those away from the street and inside the blocks were used for different
purposes.

The landscape depicted in the pictorial map suggests that several buildings utilized
for different purposes coexisted side by side in the same areas. Since Yokohama
developed rapidly into a city during thirty years after the port was opened to foreign
ships for trade, it is necessary to take the formation process into consideration. In
order to clarify when and how the landscape of Yokohama as was depicted in the 1891
map had been formed, detailed analysis of the use of buildings will be required.

Key words: Yokohawma Shinkei Ichivan Zue, Tomigoro Ozaki, Yokohama’s Foreign
Settlement, Landscape, At the end of the Nineteenth Century





