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Definition and Classification of Dispute-Site Maps about Fields
and Mountains in Early-Modern Japan

NARUMI, Kunitada

After the latter half of the seventeenth century, a significant number of boundary-disputes
occurred about the fields and mountains in Japan, due to the nationwide increase of land
development or agricultural productivity. Particularly, these disputes were caused by
struggling for the forest resources to utilize in agriculture and drawing the dividing line
among the peasant societies in early-modern Japan. In the case of these disputes, the
rulers and villagers tried to draw various kinds and sizes of dispute-site maps about fields
and mountains for one’s interests. These maps were hand-drawn maps made by professional
or government-patronized painter.

The purpose of this paper is to show the process on cartography mentioned above so
that I can comment on historical materials. After the first half of the seventeenth century,
legal procedure for boundary-disputes had been firmly established by rulers. The map’s
importance was widely appreciated for disputes going with the growing demands for
territorial claim in the Tokugawa feudal regime. Until now, in the traditional villages at
the feet of the mountains of Osaka and Hyogo Prefecture, many sorts of dispute-site maps
made on villager’s territorial claims have survived and contributed to the investigation
concerning the definition and classification of such maps in consequence. They tell us
that, with regard to documents of trial, various maps examined can roughly be classified
in five types according to the process of trial, from the instituting to the final decree.

The classification can be summarized as follows: 1) First, at the time of instituting the
existing maps were occasionally submitted as documentary evidence by villagers. 2) Second,
the plaintiff and defendant villages submitted the on-the-spot map under instructions of
the person in charge of the judgment. This kind of the field and mountain map, which
was called “ Tachiai-ezu” (the maps of lawsuits, which were made by both parties concerned)
at that time, was drawn by a professional painter on the basis of observation and data
that the peasants surveyed on the land. Concerning technique, the peasant societies in
these days had acquired indigenous cartographic and land-surveying technique with
compass, from around the mid-eighteenth century. 3) Third, officials, who made inspections
of the site under dispute, attempted to draw dispute-site maps as they were occasionally
demanded. That is why an official was accompanied by land surveyor and painter on the
actual location. 4) Fourth, all sorts of maps exhibited at the magistrate’s office were
traditionally given the name “Tume-ezu” in the sense of under consideration. 5) Fifth,
dispute-site maps named “Saikyo-ezu”, or judgment map, were official documents of which
the conclusion of a hearing were written on the front and the ruling on the back. Magistrate
of the feudal government or lord in the Edo period delivered official maps to the villages
concerned. Maps of this type, as well as “Tachiai-ezu”, employed a basic form from the
mid-seventeenth century.

Key words: dispute site maps, early modern Japan, the process of trial, mountain areas
in Osaka and Hyogo, the history of cartography





