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Land Use Change at the Site of Fortified Magistrate’s Office at Hakodate built in the
Middle of 19th Century in Hokkaido, Japan.

Yumio TOMATSURI

The author has studied Japanese castle towns and fortified settlements from a
viewpoint of historical geography for over ten years. In this report, I will discuss the
land use change at the site of large fortified magistrate’s office at Hakodate in
Hokkaido, Japan. The office called Hakodate Bugyo-sho or Kameda Citadel was built
during 1857-64 by the Tokugawa Shogunate in order to protect Japanese rights and
interests against the extensions of the Great Powers. The office was very unique as a
compound military architecture of the Western star-shaped style and Japanese square-
shaped style, and it occupied a vast area, which was divided into the inner area and the
outer area.

According to an old map named “Hakodate Kameda ichien kiri-ezu” drawn in 1862, the
following facts become clear about the office in those days:

(1) The inner area occupied by the Western star-shaped fortress with five bastions

was situated at the center of the office area.

(2) The outer area was surrounded by long linear earthen walls covered with planted

trees except at the north side.

(3) The policemen’s residential quarters ocuppied a rectangular space in the northern

part of the outer area.

After the Tokugawa Shogunate was overthrowned in 1867, the inner area, commonly
called Goryokaku, was possessed by the Japanese army for military uses. After 1914, it
has been opened as public park. So, its shape after the Western military style has
remained so clearly that it has been designated as national historic site after 1922 and
as national special historic site after 1952.

On the other hand, the outer area including the policemen’s residential quarters
became agricultural fields or open spaces rapidly after 1867, but the linear earthen walls
almost remained.

According to many kinds of official topographic maps, air photographs , other varous
kinds of maps and many documentary data, the land use of the outer area changed
from agricultural fields to residential lots for housing during 196(0’s because of
urbanization. The land use of linear walls also changed from coniferous forests to bush
or grass lands and further to residential lots. Now, their original land use can be seen
only at their southeastern part as national scenic-preserved forest.

Key words : Magistrate’s office of the Tokugawa Shogunate, Land use change, Walled
fortification, Goryokaku Fortress, Hakodate (Hokkaido)





