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Relocation of the Warriors’ Residential Quarters in the Yonezawa Castle Town:

Analyses of the Castle Town Maps in 1653, 1700 and 1725

Rie WATANABE

When the Yonezawa clan was reduced from 300,000 koku to 150,000 koku, many retainers had to
leave the confiscated territory. As a result, warriors’ residential quarters were constructed in the
Yonezawa castle town. This paper attempts to illuminate the way the feudal lord provided warriors with
housing and the reason why warriors’ quarters moved. For this purpose, the author examined castle
town maps showing residents’ names.

Although the drawn year of castle town maps used to be estimated from the written residents, there
are problems in this method. The author investigated the year of production by analyzing figures
appeared on the maps, and selected three maps of 1653, 1700 and 1725 out of 26 sheets.

The warriors’ quarters were added in the west and northwest of this town, comparing the castle
town before and after 1664. Houses for warriors in 1700 were about 1,300 more than that in 1653.
However, some 130 warriors’ houses disappeared from 1700 to 1725, suggesting depopulation in the
castle town.

Housing of 130 upper—class warriors were examined to see whether they moved between 1653 and
1725. Fifty-six warrior moved more than one time. There were shifts in out of the castle town, while
the move in the enclosure was comparatively short distance.

When the Yonezawa castle town was constructed, the lord distributed warriors’ quarters according
to their military rank. The original residential structure was maintained until 1653. However,
reorganization proceeded after 1664 as the warriors moved to the Yonezawa castle town were also
provided with housing by their military rank. The lord of the manor, however, did not undertake large—
scale redevelopment, and the warriors were forced to move within their military class. Consequently, the
residential structure of warriors was reconstructed by 1725.

Previous studies suggest that the residential shift of warriors was due to the employment of new
hands, increase or decrease of pay, and creation of branch families. In the Yonezawa castle town, there
were two additional reasons. Warriors moved to the castle town due to the reduction of feudal territory.

Adoption of heirs was another reason.





