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Traditional Environmental Cognition in the Local Wind Area
—Case Study of Wind Hole and Fukando Worships,

Southern Tonami Plain, Toyama Prefecture, Japan—

Mizuyo OHURA

The purpose of this paper is to examine some features of the traditional environmental
cognition in the local wind disaster areas. “Inami-Kaze” which blows in spring and autumn
is one of the typical local wind in Japan, and it has been caused numerous damage in the
southern Tonami Plain, Toyama Prefecture.

Inhabitants of this region have considered that the wind blows from a certain wind hole
in the mountain, and they found it out at the top of Yaotome Mountain. To weaken the
wind-blow itself and the damage by the wind, they worshiped the wind hole, and later several
holes of the cause of the strong wind were picked up at the foot of the mountain. And then,
the small shrine structure called “Fukando” was built by the communities of the region for
the sake of sealing up the wind hole. These communities consisted of one or several villages,
which were based on the circles of possessing the common right. But it is considered that
the principle of combination villages which made up the worship area of each shrine, depends
on the nature of the wind itself.

We can recognize some wind ways called “Kaze-no-toorimichi” from the valleys on
which the winds are concentrated down, and these wind holes are located in the wind ways
from the shrine worship villages. So the main motive of the modifying combination villages
is assumed to be the social common cognition of each wind way and the direction of the wind,
through the socio-geographical analysis of shrine worship area.

Wind hole and the shrine on that spot was regarded as the visible symbol of local wind,
or the sacred place which was fixed on one element of landscape by the communities. The
social response by the commusities, although it seems irrational, is reflected on the traditional

environmental cognition of natural hazard region.





