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The Causes of the Daito Flood Disaster in Osaka Prefecture in 1972
Tatsuya FUJIOKA

A large number of studies have been made on the Daito flood disaster occurred in July
1972 from the viewpoints of legal proceedings. What seems to be lacking, however, is an
object of study from the viewpoints of both human and physical geography.

In this article, I have conducted the research on the flood disaster occurred at Daito
City, Osaka Pref. As a beginning in this study, I classified the flooded area into two parts,
the zone whose inhabitants took legal proceedings and the rest large zone of the Daito City.

The Daito City and its neighborhood belong to the Kawachi Plain, where flood
disasters and the river improvement have been repeated since the ancient age and the
problem will be continued from now on. This is one of the reazons why we should pay
attention to the flood disaster caused around this area.

The main part of flooded area in the Daito City is, recently, back-swamps or reclaimed
land and or so, situated between natural levees of Neya River and Onji River, but was once
the water area called Fukonoike .

In spite of the only a little way to Osaka City, the marshiness delayed the development
of this area in comparison to the rest areas of Osaka Prefecture. Since the middle of 1960’s
many factories have been constructed in this City, and this has brought about ground
subsidence, seriously. Then this ground subsidence exserted a bad influence upon this area
at the rainfall.

The damages of the zone where the legal proceedings were taken, were also brought
by the natural and social causes. This area was surrounded by high ground on three sides
and many ruins around here recognize us that people lived on this high ground since the
ancient days. And the other one side was the river called Tanda River, which damaed the
area where the legal proceedings were taken, and the river had been raised-bed river for the
abundant granitic sediments from the hoot of the Mount Ikoma.

The land use of this area have not changed so rapidly till modern ages, while it was
occupied by paddy-fields. But after World War 1, especially since the middle of 1960’s, the
urbanization of this region has been very remarkable.

As the result, the function of land, for instance, retarding rain water, have decreased
remarkably around the Tanda River. And the quantity of water increased for the urbaniza-
tion of this area. The River improvement followed the construction of the road or railroad
made weak the unsettled part of the Tanda River. So the other type of flood disaster
occurred in this zone. Such type of the flood disaster could be generally seen in urbanized
cities in those days. This is the reason why the Daito regal proceedings were given attention.
The problems concerning river environment will be changed from lawsuits on flood disasters

to Rights of inhabitant for environment in the future.
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