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Historical Change of Pilgrimage Routes Climbing Up to Mt.Iwaki
Naoki KANEKO

Met. Iwaki in Tsugaru district, Aomori Prefecture have been worshiped in Tsugaru, and
people have made a pilgrimage every summer. This paper aims to clarify the historical
change of pilgrimage routes climbing up to Mt. Iwaki.

In the Medieval Period, there were presumably a climbing route according to the
legend. It started from the north foot, Tokoshinai, where the shrine and one or two temples
of Mt. Iwaki were situated. It is supposed that the route was near the present Oishi-guchi
one (the northeast route) where Akakura Valley was on the way. However, to avoid
Akakura in which evil gods gave rise to mysterious phenomena, the shrine and the attached
temples moved to the southeast foot, Hyakuzawa, and the climbing route came to start from
there.

Early in the Edo period, pilgrimage to Mt. Iwaki to be continued until today began. The
pilgrimage route in this period was only from Hyakuzawa where the shrine and the
attached Hyakutakuji temple were situated. The other routes including northern Nagadai-
guchi route in which old customs of pilgrimage were claimed to remain by some folklorists,
were just used for collecting firewood and grass. Meanwhile, Akakura on the way of
Oishi-guchi route, the legendary routes mentioned above, became the place where priests and
people prayed for rain.

In the modern period, the anti-Buddist movement made Hyakutakuji temple extinct,
and some customs of pilgrimage were changed. In addition to Hyakuzawa-guchi route,
pilgrimage routes from Oishi-guchi, Nagadai-guchi and Déke-guchi (the southwest route)
were opened. Akakura has changed from the place of prayer for rain, to the place where

shamans called Kamisama practiced asceticism.
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