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The Regional Structure of the Small Castle Town in a Mountainous Region

. A Case Study of Nariwa in Kawakami-gun, Bitchu
Hidekazu WATANABE

On the study of the castle towns of the Edo period, most small castle towns were
excluded from research. Some researchers understand that small castle towns should be
included in the category of castle town, because they had the quarter of the warriors’ class
deliberately arranged according to ranks. While the existence of warriors’ quarters was
one of the characteristics of castle towns, the details of the trademen’s quarters have not been
fully examined. Without the knowledge of trademen’s quarters, it is difficult to assert that
small castle towns surely belong to the castle town.

The author examined the trademen’s quarters of Nariwa in Kawakami-gun, Bicchyu,
by looking at the differentiation of urban functions and the structual relation between the
quarters for warriors and trademen. In Nariwa, one of the smallest in castle towns, there
were two quarters for trademen. One was a part of planned castle town and was called
Nariwa-machi, consisting of Shin-machi and Hon-machi. The other was Furu-machi in
Nariwa village, confronting with Nariwa-machi across the Nariwa River.

The research findings are summarised as follows;

@ Shin-machi was the center of economic activities, and a part of Hon-machi and
Furu-machi took charge of transport functions.

@ The feudal clan government regarded Furu-machi as a district for trademen based on
its actual state.

® Sin-machi was planned as Tate-machi and Hon-machi and Furu-machi were planned as
Yoko-machi, and they were arranged in relation to the warriors’ quarters. These
suggest that there existed an urban plan which consisted of the warriors’ quarters and

two trademen’s quarters at the early stage of constructing Nariwa.
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