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Relation between River Environment and Human Life

in Yayoi Period in the Osaka Kawachi Plain

Tatsuya FUJIOKA

In Yayoi Period, the Kawachi Plain was formed as the alluvial plain by the rivers in
Osaka. The Ootakenishi Remains locate south-east of the Kawachi Plain. The 3th
exacavation research of this Remains was practiced from August 1996 to March 1997. In
this research, the ancient river regarded as Old Tamagushi River and the Sword made of iron
were discovered. I recognized the relation between this river and human life in Yayoi Period
from the viewpoint of deposits or sedimental structure.

In the early Yayoi Period, the river was formed in this Remains, this river carried a
much of sand, silt and small stones for the floods. This sediment could be thought concern-
ning with small sea progression. Later in the middle of Yayoi Period, this river-flow curved
from northeast to northwest, and made point bar at left riverside.

At the left side of the river, point bar or natural levee were formed and the residence
of the later Yayoi Period started. The natural condition of Uryudo Ruins or Koma Ruins
located in the west of Ootake-nishi Remains was changed badly. This is the reason why
people began to live in this Ootake-nishi area.

After the diminishing of this River, the sword made of iron had burried in such
floodplain. Then the closing of the Kawachi-Lake and moist weather influenced this
Remains, as the result the degree of water level ascended, after that, this area became marshy
ground. So people could not live in this place from after Late Yayoi Period to the middle
Kofun Period.

Around the Kawachi Plain, from the middle Yayoi Period to the late Yayoi Period, the
appearance of high ground settlement should be thought from the view point of the changes
for the worse of the natural environment. So the sword should be considered in such point.

In this period the rice crop agriculture was brought to Japan, we can recognize the
human life in the alluvial plain began, and irrigation or water disasters began to arise. In
this Study I disscussed the relation between the changes of river environment and human life

in the Yayoi Period at the Kawachi Plain, such as Ootake-nishi Remains.
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