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Some Problems on the Researches of the Historical Growth of Silvicultural Regions in Japan

—— Qutcomes and Issues ——
Yasutaka MATSUO

The aim of this review is to highlight the outcomes and issues of studies on the growth
of silvicultural forestry and regions. The content goes gradually from the theoretical to the
concrete.

First, theoretical studies and key notions of the economics of forestry are reviewed,
especially arguments with the two categories hypothesis in forestry economy, forestry
location theory, and the forestry productivity.

Second, three types of arguments with the forestry structure are reviewed: the develop-
mental structure model, the productivity structure model, and the inter-regional structure
model. The model by Handa is a typical example of the developmental structure model. He
distinguished forestry regions into two types; the landlord’s leading type and the farmers’
cooperative type. There’s also examined Nishikawa’s model. The productivity structure
model attaches much importance to the efficiency of the formation of labor. Several ques-
tion:s have been posed and discussed: which is more productive between large-scale manage-
ment and small-scale management, how to enhance the capacity to manage a region by
combining various jobs within it, and so on. The inter-regional structure model shows the
structure as the totality of the interactions among individual forestry regions. Unsolved issues
concerﬁing the structure models are mentioned.

Third, studies on the development of silvicultural forestry in mountain villages are
reviewed. As for the oldest developed areas, the Yoshino forestry, the Yamaguni forestry, and
the Tenryu forestry are surveyed. As for the newly developed areas, the absolute lack of
monographs is indicated. We have to pay more attention to and to clarify the common
characteristics among them. The stability of these areas is important from the viewpoint of
regional economics. As for developing areas, Fujita made a great contribution to elucidating
the mechanism and the areal differentiation of silvicultural regions. Furthermore, there
remains a crucial question as to whether there is a fundamental difference in the formation
of forestry systems among developed, newly developed, and developing areas. I assume that
the growth depends on the time when the silvicultural activity began.

Fourth, two other proposals are set forth: 1. The relationships among many land uses
in mountains should be investigated; shifting cultivation, wood working, mining, pasturage,
commercial horticulture, firewood and charcoal production, and silviculture. 2. Endogenous
structural changes in mountain villages should be investigated from a long-term perspective.

Historico-geographical research may be needed to solve these problems.
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