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The River Environment of River Kamo in Kyoto during the Edo Period

Akihisa YOSHIKOSHI

In this paper, I have made clear some characteristics of the river environment of River
Kamo in Kyoto during the Edo period. I have made particular consideration of the river
environment in terms of river landscape, its use and so on.

1. River landscape: In 1670, the new bank called “Kanbun Shintei” was constructed. This
made the width of River Kamo narrower to about 100 meters, and also straightened the stream.
The construction of the new bank had various influences on Kyoto. For instance, “Kanbun
Shintei” made a clear division between the river and the city. The land within the city area was
developed, and became amusement zones for the public. This was called “Shinchi” meaning new
town. Later, as sediments accumulated on the riverbed, the level of the riverbed rose gradually,
leading to an increased risk of flood in River Kamo. As a result of the accumulation of
sediments, the riverbed would break up into small streams that would flow and eventually
merge into each other. There were banks among these streams, which were composed of gravel
as well as shores of the river. ‘

2. River use: The River Kamo was used for purposes such as transport, washing, fishing
etc, and also its shores were utilized as retarding basins(“Ryusakuba”) that were areas where
water of the river was left uncarried in case of flood. Some other uses included the usage of
space for putting boats aside, building bridges and enjoying the cool breeze. This was especially
an activity done during the summer months when the temperature would reach the maximum.
Several reasons can be considered why such an activity of coming to the water front for
enjoyment became popular. At first, it was easy to come down to the shores because “Kanbun
Shintei” was situated on.a low level. Secondly, the water of River Kamo was clean, making it
the principal source of water-supply during the Edo period. Moreover, another reason was that
this river was located very near to the center of the city area of Kyoto. At the same time, River
Kamo which previously had unpleasant images such as the purification ceremony(“ Misogi”)
site, the execution ground and the place for corpses, gained good images like becoming the
public entertainment site, and also the place where people used water and land daily. In this
way, about the beginning to the middle of the Edo period, River Kamo began to face a
" “water-front” boom. It is also supposed that the taste for enjoying water spread even among the
common people.





