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Transition of Water Use along the Tamagawa Water Supply Canal
during the Second Half of the 19th Century.

Kouji AMANO

Tamagawa-josui, the water supply canal, was excavated by the Shogunate Government
in 1654. Besides water supply to Edo, the canal water was also diverted for irrigation and
drinking for villages along the canal, and many new farms were responsible to maintain the
canal and had to force villagers their compulsory labor. Canal water was common property of
the village community and personal use of canal water was strictly prohibited.

In case of water shortage in Edo City, villages were heavily influenced by the restriction
on water consumption. .

After the Meiji Revolution, the restriction on water use by villagers was relieved, and
new types of water use were generalized, such as, (1) navigation for carrying merchandise, (2)
location of drawing site of water, and (3) construction of diverted canals for personal use. Many
land owners or wealthy farmers tried to draw their personal canal for their factories or farms.

Although these new right of water use by villagers had prospered in early Meiji Era, the
rights of Tokyo City (former Edo) for using the water was stronger, and often conflicted with
villagers. The most of the new rights were frequently disturbed or forced to stop in many cases.
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