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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT DRAWN IN OLD PICTORIAL MAPS :
A CASE STUDY OF THE DEWA-NO-KUNI-EZU’S VEGETATION EXPRESSION

Atsushi ONODERA

O1d pictorial maps are not realistic pictures of old landscapes. The landscapes drawn in
pictorial maps were either the figures selected out of a number of realistic landscapes by the
map-makers (which involved a person who ordered the map, the cartographer and the informa-
tion providers) for a certain purpose or the figures created through imagination based on a
certain value system. In the process of making pictorial maps, these figures were arranged in
a space and a picturesque touch was added to it. In that sense, pictorial maps are basically
thematic maps. A research using old pictorial maps as its materials, therefore, cannot be
carried out without elucidating what their figures mean and how they are arranged in space.

In this paper, I investigate the vegetation expressions depicted in the Dewa-no-Kuni-
ezu(Pictorial Map of Akita and Yamagata Prefectures) in the latter half of the 17th century.
The Shoho Kuni-ezu and Genvoku Kuni-ezu are taken out of the Dewa-no-Kuni-ezu. 1 study the
two types of changes of the vegetation expression. Firstly, the changes occurred in both the
process of finishing a draft map and making an offering map(a map to given to the Tokugawa
government as an offering). Secondly, the changes occurred as time passed by between the time
of Shoho Kuni-ezu and that of the Genroku Kuni-ezu.

Through this research, I can clarify the following points.
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1. Old pictorial maps were basically thematic maps. For interpreting the meaning of a figure
in the pictorial maps, it is necessary to analyze the relationship between the purpose of the
map-making and the pictorial expression. Even those which were very close in character to
general maps, their figures had gone through the selection process by the han(the Dewa clan)
or the Tokugawa government.
2. There were many different stages old pictorial maps went through from the time they were
at the drafting map stage until the offering map stage. Given several pictorial maps, it is
essential, therefore, to be able to specify their chronological order. In the standardized making
of Kuni-ezu(provincial pictorial maps) set by the Tokugawa government, certain figures were
omitted at various stages of this map-making process. This is proven at the stage where draft
maps were redrawn to produce offering maps and also at the stage where the Shoho Kuni-ezu
was revised to make the Genroku Kuni-ezu.
3. Old pictorial maps provide us two major perspectives of natural environment of their times :
namely, the topography and the vegetation. As for the vegetation, the closer the stage of that
particular map are to the draft-map-making, the closer the vegetation expression are to the
actual vegetation of the region of that time. When we use pictorial maps as research materials,
the draft maps are, therefore, as important as the offering maps.
4, Each pictorial map had its own viewpoint such that it basically depended upon the purposes
of map-making. In regards to the vegetation expressions of mountainous district in pictorial
maps, the style of expression changed from a bird’s-eye view in the Shoho Kuni-ezu to a bottom
to up three-dimensional view in the Genroku Kuni-ezu.
5. Though pictorial maps are valuable research materials for landscape restoration, there is a
certain limitation in restoration work. In order to clarify the limitation, interpretation of the
figures in pictorial maps is even more essential.

Pictorial maps are the most basic research materials for historical geography. It is an
urgent need, therefore, to establish a theory for how to handle the pictorial maps as research
materials. k





