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THE REGIONAL ACTIVATION IN THE PROTO-INDUSTRIALIZED PERIOD
OF JAPAN (PART 4): THE ACTIVATION OF THE SETTLEMENTS
WITH SCHOOLS IN NAGANO PREFECTURE

Masao TAMURA

In three previous articles concerning the regional development of Japanese indust-

rialization, the author discussed the activation of the proto-industrial period in Gunma

and Saitama prefectures under the assumption that industrialization and activation took.

place at the same time.

The present study chose the number of pupils per teacher and the school fee per

pupil as indices of activation. Among the schools with fewer than 15 pupils per teacher,

it was determined as most highly activated when the fee was “proper”, while those with
no fee were judged as highly activated. On the other hand, the schools with 185 to 350
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pupils per teacher were considered as the least activated when fee was free.

This study analyzed Nagano prefecture, which achieved a lower activation than
the adjacent Gunma and Saitama prefectures. The results of the analyses were as follows.

1. The most highly activated regions were close to the main route connecting
the northwestern Kanto and Hokuriku. The regions changed from “highly activated”
to “activated” as they became farther to the route.

2. Among the most highly activated and the highly activated regions, the villages
under the original Tokugawa domain were few, while those in the large fiefs were nume-
rous. By contrast, the least activated region had more villages under the original Tokugawa
.domain and the small fiefs.

3. Tax revenue (zafsuzei) was high in the southern parts of the most highly
activated and the activated regions as well as in the least activated region. The tax
revenue indicated the growth of the tertiary industry in those regions.

4. Through the analysis of the number of sojourners (kiryi), it became evident
that frequent population movements occurred in the most highly activated region along
the Hokkoku road, the eastern part of the highly activated region, and the least activated
region along the Sanshu and Enshu roads. The former region had a larger inflow of the
population, while the latter had a larger outflow.

5. The higher the degree of activation became, the fewer horses an average
household had. The least activated area, such as Kisodani of the original Owari fief, had
many horses. Among the most highly activated and highly activated regions, the southern
area, which paid a large amount of tax, had more male horses, reflecting the active com-
modity distribution activities. Cattle raising was most active in the north, which had less
tax revenue and population movements.

6. The carts and jinrikisha per household, which represent the machiya’s cha-
racteristics as a commercial center, weer more numercus in the most highly activated
region and the eastern part of the highly activated region. In the most highly activated
region, many jinrikisha were seen in Isobe and Yanagisawa, originally under the Tokugawa
domain, and Mochizuki under the original Komoro fief domain. Many carts were in Isobe
and Asano of the original Iiyama fief. Tanbajima of the Matsushiro fief, which belonged
to the highly activated region, had the most carts and jinrikisha. ¥Kanai under the
Tokugawa domain also had many jinrikisha. In the least activated region, carts and
jinrikisha were seen merely in Miyata and Ina of the Tokugawa domain. Jinrikisha were
also seen in uwabu and Komachiya of the Takatou fief. The distribution was similar to
that of the population movement.

7. The degree of activitation in a region or in a settlement is related with the
various characteristics of the region or the settlement. In order to clarify this relationship,
it is necessary to consider the political, social and economic aspects of the region or the
settlement.
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