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THE REGIONAL STRUCTURE OF TAWARAMOTO JINYAMACHI
IN YAMATO-NO-KUNI

Hiroshi TSUCHIHIRA

While jokamachi has been regarded as a main subject of study on cities in the
Edo period, jinyamachi has attracted few studies. However, jinyamachi study is essen-
tial to identify the whole picture of urban systeme in the Edo period. This study takes
Tawaramoto of Yamato-no-kuni as a case of jinyamachi, and attempts to identify its
regional structure through reconstruction of land divisions, waterways, and roads through
archival and field surveys.

The Tawaramoto jinyamachi consisted of a jinya (government office) and a
machiya (residential area for manufacturing laborers). The machiya comprised thirteen
machis, each of which was separated from the others by waterways. An average strip of
land in a machi had a narrow frontage and long sides. However, some blocks contained
the plots with wide frontages owned by some influential persons. The annexation of
plots in Shibamachi, Honmachi, Chamachi, Zaimokumachi indicates the existence of a
wealthy hierarchy among the inhabitants.

The analysis of the occupational structure led to the following characteristics of
each machi. (1) Ichibamachi, Honmachi, Uomachi, Chamachi, Kyukenmachi had
«commercial and manufacturing functions to supply the need of jinyamachi and its
vicinity. (2) Yawatamachi, Ajimamachi, Zaimokumachi, Sakaimachi, and Miwamachi,
which contained the majority of inns for merchants and freight agents, had commercial
functions outside the jinyamachi and remote places. (3) Minamihonmachi, Minamishin-
machi, and Daimonmachi complemented commercial and manufacturing functions of other
machis.

The analysis of occupational structure also identified many farmers inside the
Jinyamachi. Minamihonmachi, Minamishinmachi, and Daimonmachi were more agricul-
turally oriented than in other machis.

The merchants and manufacturers in Tawaramoto were likely to have moved
from surrounding areas within five kilometers. Imazatohama, which served as an outer
port, was located in the north of Tawaramoto. Commercial and manufacturing sectors
were developed in Shinmachimura and Yaomura between Tawaramoto and Imazatomura.
Tawaramoto thus served as the center of the regional structure.

Different case studies of jimyamachi are necessary to throw more light on the
history of cities in the Edo period, for many aspects of jinyamachi have not been clarified.





