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ON SHIISHI-BOU JI EZU, OR THE BOUNDARY-MAKING SYSTEM
AND SPATIAL COGNITION IN EARLY MEDIEVAL JAPAN

Toshihiro YOSHIDA

In recent Japanese Historical Geography, ‘“Ezu’’, pictorial maps made in premodern
Japan, are attracting much academic concern as interesting objects to approach the imagined
world of the past. Especially in case of large scale pictorial map, they show cognitive
structures of villagers’ world, and reflect the landscape tastes and spatial cognition in the
society where maps were made and held in common. This paper is an attempt to extract some
cognitive model of space through the analysis of spatial representation in “Ezu’.

In medieval Japan, there had been made many pictorial maps showing the topo-
graphical features of the manors. Shiishi-Bouji Ezu belongs to the earlier type of such
maps, and represents of the official boundary of the manor fixed through Shiishi-Bouji as
boundary-making system. There remain three pieces of this sort; Map of Ashimori manor
in Bicchu Province, Map of Kouno-makuni manor in Kii Province, and map of Kaseda
manor in Kii Province, all of which have been owned by Jinngoji Temple, Kyoto, for those
three manors were formerly possesions of the temple. Examining the producing process
and the spatial representation of these maps, some concluding remarks are pointed out as
follows :

Shiishi-Bouji Ezu was produced through the official registration of the manor,
in which process officers confirmed the Skiishi of the manor, and built the Bouji pole at
some boundary points, as the symbol of official allowance. Shiiski are the edge lines in
four direction (N. E. S. W.), and Bouji are the intersectional points of those edge lines,
or the four corners of the territory (NE. SE. SW. NW.). So, it seems to be eight direction
system, but it is based upon the spatial classification into four directions (N. E. S. W.),
and the Bouji points show the both end of each edge lines, e. g. NE. point means the
East end of North edge and North end of East edge. That is to say, in Shiishi-Bouji
system, the real territorial shapes are transfigurated into quadrangle, where four sides
correspond to Shiishi, and four corners to Bouji.

Spatial representation in Shiishi-Bouji Ezu reflect those quadrangle model of
space, and its application to actual boundary-making of the manor. It was one phase of
spatial cognition of those days society, and on the background of this model was the roll
of landscape physically articulating the territory and consisting the boundary. This model
of spatial cognition is thought to be a symbol of native microcosmos shaped by landscape
itself.





