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OSAKA ROUTE FOR TOGOKU PILGRIMS ; RECONSTRUCTION OF
THE SAIKOKU PILGRIM ROUTE AROUND THE WESTERN PROVINC-
ES OF JAPAN

Tomohiko TANAKA

Studies on the travellers’ records during the Edo era for the investigation of
various and lively facts or matters are recently increasing. As for travelling place at that
time, Ise Jinngu Shrines and Saikoku 33 Kannon-temples Pilgrimage were most popular,
and they absorbed a lot of people from all over Japan.

By the way, Japanese Pilgrimages were remarkably characterized by visiting and
circulating a certain given sacred places, instead of visiting a well-known sacred place.
Therefore a regular course, so-called pilgrim route, had fixed during the Edo era, which
was a significant and essential factor in Japanese pilgrimages.

In the result of the pilgrim popularization during the Edo era the course of expan-
ded or extraordinary route for the famous and well-known temples, shrines, and historical
sites was derived from the original or authorized course. In spite of its importance, we
have few knowledge about pilgrim routes at that time.

This study aims at the reconstruction of two pilgrim routes, one of which was original
or authorized route and the others expanded or extraordinary route, so-called Osaka Route,
both in the course between Makinoo Dera Temple on Mount Makio and Fujii Dera Temple
in Fujii Dera city. By some guide-books published during the Edo era, and Togoku pilgrims’
travel diaries.

Original or authorized route, the "'Pilgrims’ way’> took seven Ri (about 27.3km)
from Makinoo Dera Temple to Fujii Dera Temple. It ran down from the temple to the
valley of Higashi Makio River, through the precinct of Kongo Ji Temple in Amano village
and crossed over Nishi Koya Highway (the route to Mount Koya) at Hara Crossing. In this
section we can observe eleven mile stones (Choseki) carving on Jizo Bosatu statues
(Ksitigarbha) located between Makinoo Dera Temple and the humlet of Zebata, and thirteen
guide stones (Dohyo) pointed the direction to Fujii Dera Temple, nine of them are dated
between 1704 and 1857, and four undated. From Hara Crossing to Fujii Dera Temple, this
route had the junction of Higashi Koya Highway (the route to Mount Koya) at Mukaino
village, then ran directly from Tondabayashi town to the temple along the narrow irrigation
canals. In this section we can observe eleven guide stones (two stones dated in 1751 and
1831, anothers undated).

On the other hand Osaka Route took thirteen Ri and thirty~two Cho (about 54.5
km) from Makinoo Dera Temple to Fujii Dera Temple. It ran down the valley of Makio
River for Sakai and Osaka. This route had the junction of Chichioni Highway (the route
to Chichioni) in Butsunami village, of Oguri Highway (the route of the medieval legend of
Oguri Hangan) in Choshoji village, and, of Kishu Highway (the route to Kii Province) in

Sakai town. There are seven guide stones pointed the direction to Sakai or Osaka, and



two guide stones reversely pointed the direction to the temple. Most of them are carved
on Jizo Bosatsu statues made of Izumi sandstone, usually undated.

Osaka Route starts at Sitennoji Temple in southeast Osaka, and ran for Fujii Dera
Temple through Hirano village. It has been verified by six guide stones showing the direction
to the temple (all dated between 1701 and 1867).

The eleven travel diaries by Togoku pilglims between 1721 and 1847 under our
investigation, shows the route of so-called Osaka Route. According to them, these pilgrims
came from Kai, Musashi, Awa, Kozuke, Simotsuke, Hitachi, and Oshu provinces, so-called
Togoku area (eastern Japan), so-that it seems to be a usual route for them passing through
Osaka Route. The longer distance journey did not prevent peoples of Togoku pilgrims to choose
the course including Osaka, a brilliant fascination of the great city. Besides this reason,
another remarkable reason are found on their diaries, which shows to he expected by the
pilgrims to buy a sort of blades or knives as souvenir, produced at Sakai town. The Sakai
knife was well known to all countries by its good quality during the Edo era.

It was by the fascination of the great city and by buying some blades or knives in
Sakai for the Togoku pilgrims to take Osaka Route.





