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“LONG DISTANCE MARRIAGE” IN KINKI DISTRICT,
THE 17-19th CENTURY

Hiroshi KAWAGUCHI

In this article, the author attempts to analyze the marriage pattern and population
mobility using religious investigation registers of 16 villages in Kinki District. It has been
believed that the sphere of marriage has been very closed in preindustrial Japan. But we
also found some evidences that it was not so rare that people chose their spouses from
distant places. We obtained the following remarks.

1.In Keihanshin District some spouses came from over 20km away between the beginning
of the 18th century and the middle of the 19th century. The percentage of couples of

whom one partner came from distant places was from 1 to 23% in each community.

The figures varied according to the types of communities. Town communities had higher



figures, the farming village communities had lower figures and the mountain village
communities had the lowest figures. Usually the community had similar percentage of
this type of marriage throughout the above mentioned period and the figure did not
increase as time passed.

2. The birthplaces of brides or bridegrooms married into Keihanshin District spread over
Kinki District ; Iyo Province and Bingo Province to the west, Owari Province to the
east, Sanuki Province and Kii Province to the south and Kaga Province to the north.

3. Such population mobility was beyond the political boundaries such as provinces, counties
and feudal clans and the geographical barriers such as mountains, rivers and chanels.

4. The families involved in “Long Distance Marriage’’ were usually among the lower
class, having less than 5 koku. (A koku is a dry measure of approximately 5 bushels.)

5.In the urban part of the Keihanshin District, the average age of brides married into
Kyoto or Osaka area families from distant places is usually higher. It was because
they worked as domestic servants in Kyoto or Osaka for several years before getting
married.

6. In the rural part of Keihanshin District, the distribution of birthplaces of brides and
bridegrooms involved in the ‘“Long Distance Marriage’” was closely related to the dist-
ribution of birthplace of servants working in that rural community. The information
network satisfying the supply and demand of labour market probably contributed to the

choice of marriage partner.





