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THE CENTRAL PLACE SYSTEM IN YAMANASHI PREFECTURE
IN THE EARLY MEIJI ERA

Keiichi KOHNO

Many studies have dealt with the Japanese “Industrialization” in the field of
social economic history. They, however, neglected such geographical aspects as regional
Geographers, on the other hand, have

neglected historical investigations when they identified cental place in regional system. Few

structures created through the industrialization.

geographers have examined regional structures of the Meiji era, although the industrializa-
tion of this period molded the original form of today’s urban systems.

This paper, therefore, aims to reconstruct the central place system in Yamanashi
prefecture in the early Meiji era. Unlike previous studies, statistical data are critically
selected based upon their reliability. They are summarized as follows :

1. The central place system must be reconstructed not only with population
data, but also with such comprehensive elements as commercial functions and the distribu-
tion of administration offices. Examination of the available statistical data of the early
Meiji era indicate the low reliability of the data by the densely populated area, although
this unit is smaller than the administrative unit. This study, therefore, attempts to iden-
tify the central place system by using the data by the administrative unit of 1889.

2. The Centrality Index (CI) is calculated with such quantitative indices as



population and the number of the merchant households to identify the size and location of
central places. The results indicate Kofu as a distinctive primate city, middle class central
places at the periphery of Kofu basin, and numerous lower class central places on the
other part of the basin.

3. All upper and middle class central places lie along the old transportation
routes and rivers. This distribution illustrates that the flow of people and goods is an
important factor of the central place system.

4. Although interactions among these central places cannot be reconstructed
directly, it can be indirectly inferred through the distribution of registry and post offices.
As the registry control area was wider than the postal delivery area, they can represent
different level of centrality. By comparing the distribution on central places, registry
offices, and post offices, four levels of the hierarchial system are identified : (1) Kohu as
the primate city, (2) the second level central places complemented by the upper level
registry control area, (3) the third level central places complemented by the lower level
registry control area, and (4) the fourth level central places complemented by the postal

delivery area.





