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THE ASSIMILATION PROCESS OF HOKK ESHU IMMIGRANT FARMERS:
A CASE STUDY IN TSUBAKI-MURA, YONEZAWA-HANRYO

Machiko TSUBAKI

Many studies of Japanese-migration have mainly focused on the international mig-

Tation, especially on the acculturation or assimilation between different ethnic groups. In

geography, while some studies have contributed for understanding of exploration process,
rural landscape formed by immigrants, cultural diffusion and segregation in a city, only
few studies have analyzed the cultural assimilation process. Therefore, the aim of this
study is to show the assimilation process of Hokkeshu (or a sect of Buddism) immigrant
In the latter half of the Edo

Niigata Prefecture,

farmers, who started their immigration during the Edo Era.
Era, they immigrated from Nagaoka-hanryo, to Yonezawa-hanryo,
Yamagata Prefecture, where the population had largely decreased. All of them were the
followers of Hokkeshu and became to be supporters of Honchd-ji (temple). It is very
interesting that immigrant farmers were called Tanabe-shita which was named after the
leader of the immigrant group, segregated from the native people and other immigrants.
As a case study, the author researched into Tsubaki-mura where a number of T anabe-shita
had settled.

In analyzing the assimilation process, the author used the following five indices :
settlement pattern, social organization, economic condition, marriage relationship, way of

dife in family. As the result of this analysis, it can be suggested that the assimilation



process is divided into three periods.

I. The first period had lasted from the settlement of immigrants until the
beginning of the Meiji Era. During this period, the immigrant group was governed,
separately from the native group. Their settlement concentrated on non-cultivated land
near Honcho-ji and paddy land where the natives had left for. The immigrant group was
almost segregated from the natives. Furthermore, they formed Gomingumi (a unit of self-
government organization) among each group and belonged to the different sect of Buddism.
But most immigrants were, in economic terms, in a lower class than the natives.

II. The second period is from the middle of the Meiji Era to World War II,
when governmental segregation between the two groups was loosened. But social organi-
zation based on Goningumi persisted. At the reform of land-tax system, the immigrant
group succeeded in securing their land by -entrusting the ownership of land with Tanabe
who was a leader of immigrant group. By the beginning of the 20th Century, the owner-
ship was returned to each immigrant. The most important change was what the marriage
system underwent. From the middle of the Meiji Era, the marriage with another groups
increased. Therefore, it is possible to assume the assimilation of the life style, example
for local language and custom, proceeded gradually.

III. In the third period is after World War II to the present. DBecause of the
reorganization of administrative districts, the ties among each group broke down. There-
fore, the social integration proceeded. Also, because of the liberation of arable land, the
-economic ties broke down. Now the cultural differences between Hokkeshu and another
groups have almost disappeared. But the characteristics of religious life style still existed.
Especially, most descendants of Hokkeshu eagerly attend many events in the temple.

Through this discussion, the author presents a model of assimilation process of
-which consists of seven distinctive stages : migration, initial contact, emergence of conflict,

struggle for status, progressive adaptation, social integration, and assimilation.





