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Changes in the Composition of the Farming Family in
the Early Tokugawa Period

Tsunetoshi MIZOGUCHI

The purpose of this article is to clarify the nature of the changes in the composition
-of the farming family in the early Tokugawa period. In Nishino village in the former Koshu
Province (now Yamanashi Prefecture), the author was able to obtain a long series of the
Shumoncho or religious registers, providing the names and ages of individuals and the
composition of their households. By tracing the records of the individuals listed in the
Shumoncho from 1666 to 1723, the following results were obtained.

Before 1704, the number of the honbyakusho (independent farmer) households was
about thirty, and all of them had other households subject to them. These were kakaeya,
most of whose members had ties of kinship with the Zonbyakusho and owned their own
land and house. Also dependent on some of the honbyakusho were kadoya households

(here there was no kinship; these households owned the land their houses stood upon,
but not the houses themselves), or fudai-genin (again, no kinship was involved; these
households were almost totally subordinate to the honbyakusho) or gemin (apprentice or
servant) households.

In 1705, formerly subordinate households attained independence and hence, many
new honbyakusho households came into being. Consequently, the composition of the
farming family, from being a highly complex wunit, became a simple nuclear one. The
status of some of the subordinate farmers also underwent a change. For example, a num-
‘ber of kadoya became kakaeya households, while some of the gemin became kadoya hou-
seholds. Many fudai-genin, originally doomed to life-long serfdom to Aonbyakusho,
‘became short-term serfs. Incidentally, almost all subordinate farmers experienced working
in honbyakusho households as genin or servants.

In order to gain their independence from the Aombyakusho and to become, them-
selves, honbyakusho, the subordinate farmers needed to strengthen their economic base. To
accomplish this, they not only took part in cultivating waste land, but also pursued various
commercial activities, thus augmenting their income.





