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SEDO AND SHIMA : A CASE STUDY OF SMALL TERRITORIAL GROUPS
OF RURAL COMMUNITY IN THE EASTERN SUBURBS
OF NAGOYA, CENTRAL JAPAN

Masahiro YAMADA

In this article, the author picked up several terms on rural territorial groups
mentioned in a geographical description of Owari province in the Tokugawa era
(Owari-Junkoki), and tried to analyse the signification of two of them, sedo and
shima, in rural society of this area.

As a result of field research at a village in eastern suburbs of Nagoya, the author
obtained following findings on these terms.

In the Meiji and Taisho era, the term shima designated a small territorial group
in this district, and sedo meant a lineage group dwelling collectively in a shima.
In the Meiji era, a shima was ordinarily composed of two or more sedos. Shimas
had been a part of administrative system and played an important role in the
organization of rural communities. On the other hand, sedos were characterized by
the function of mutual aids in rural daily life. Therefore it seems that the groups
designated by these terms had not been analogous in spite of the description in
Owari- Junkoki, in which they are mentioned to be corresponding. It is necessary
vet to analyse these terms of earlier age in order to obtain exact understanding

of their signification.
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