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Geographical World of Hecataeus
Kazuji Toyoda

When Ionian physical philosophy was born in the €th centu-
ry B.C., it was Hecataeus who improved Anaximander's world map
with such detail that it was greatly admired. In this philoso-
phical tradition, Hecataeus founded the science of geography
and later was called 'the Father of Geography'. His map was
published along with a description of the earth in two books,
Europe and Asia, the latter including Libya. But we have only
fragments of these books, over 300 in all, nearly all of which
are very short. Most of them are quoted in a later dictionary
of geographical names, 'Ethnika', written by Stephanus
Byzantius, in such a formula as 'Sidon, a city of Phoenicians,
Hecataeus in his Asia'.

The original has been disparaged as a simple description
of coastal area, but in fact it seems to have contained infor-
mation about the lands and peoples as far as known in that age.
The fragments refer to an area from India to the Atlantic Ocean
explored by Persian Empire of the Achaemenids and the second
colonial movement of Greeks. They also reveal an intelligent
curiosity about climate, customs, flora, and fauna, and his
work deserves to be called the first general geography.

We can see those fragments compiled by Muller or Jacoby.
The author have translated them in Jacoby's book, Die Fragmente
der griechischen Historiker, I, 1926, and have tried to give
a short commentary here.
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