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A STUDY ON THE HISTORICAL GEOGRAPY OF THE MIDDLE
AGES CASTLES ONM TOHOKU DISTRICT. JAPAN

THE COUNTY OF AKITA

Tetsure Miura

Tnis paper is a trial essay on the regional position for the foundation
of the castles and the castle-towns of Akita.

The Middle Ages in the Tdhoku bistrict begin wﬂen Kanto-vamurais
came to settle down in the areas in the Late Kamakura period, which
also means the beginning of the Middle Ages in Akita. The lords of the
territories who were called Onodera, Andd, Tozawa, Hondo and kokugo,
were from the most famous powerful-families in those clays of Akita,
they built a castle in their own territories and made great efforts
for the reclamation of their areas.

Specially in this study 1 stated sbout the castles andé castle-towns
constructed by the above-mentioned powerful-families in the period
from the Muromachi sge to the wengoku age. One of the characteristics
of the construction of the castles was in the point making good use of
mountains or rivers, and as the territory was narrow they had to strive
for the reclamation, and the sites of the castle-towns were selected

with consideraticn for the politics, economy and traffic in the area.
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