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THE BUILDING AND THE BUSINESS TAXES ON THE STORES SELLING
DAILY KECCESSITIES & GROCERIES
— Individualized Analysis on Each Commercial Item in the
1880's in Hannoh, Saitama Prefecture —

Masao TAMURA

It has been my long-cherished desire to analize the
formation of the local commercial region, just before the
Industrial Revolution in Japan. This paper is written in
order to analyze the formation of the commercial region in
Hannoh, Saitama Prefecture. The town is situated at the
exit of the Iruma River in the Musashino Plateau, and also
is in the suburbs of Tokyo. It is about a 45km distance
from Tokyo Station, and it had been historically connected
with the old Tokyo (Edo) through Iruma River and Ara River.
I will take up the daily necessities and groceries stores,
because they are closely connected with the everyday life
of the neighborhood. I shall use two indicators.

One is the scale of the store building, and the other is

the amount paid as the business taxes on the store.

The former implies the economic "stock", and the latter

the economic "flow".

1. The perishable food stores: The expansion of the area

of lumber room implied the uptrend of commerce.

2. The sundry goods stores: It seems that the chinaware
retailer managed much better, because of their owning

stores. In the case of the kitchenware retailers, the
economic classification was ascertained.

3. The confectioners: The renting of the stores, the dis-
continuing of businesses, and the opening of new businesses
were frequently seen among the confecticnery retailers.

This showed the pettiness and the instability of business
among the confectionery retailers.

4. The grain stores: Most of the self-owned stores continued
their regular business, while pursuing some side business.

On the other hand, some of the rented stores were obliged

to discontinue business even though the owners pursued

a side business.

5. The brewing goods stores: "Sake" was sold not only

at the self-owned stores but at the rented stores as well,
because the demand of "sake" was so great under the character
of being a table luxury. However, soy sauce was sold by

the self-owned stores. The demand for soy sauce was more
stable than the demand for "sake" under the character of
being one of the utility goods. As far as "sake" stores

were concerned, the scale of the tax payment corresponded

to the one per unit area of the store. Thus the tax payment
of "sake" stores represented the so-called "scale of economy".





