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On the modernization of rural settlements and villages-holding
forests and fields after Meiji Era

by Masato Hamatani

At the beginning of Meiji Era, there had been numerous forests
and fields which were held and/or used in common by several
villages (Muras). Peasant farmers belonged to these villages
had gained grasses, forewoods and timbers from them according to
a rule. As the result of co-operation their forests and fields,
these villages had tightly entered into a relation.

But, from the beginning of Meiji Era, the greater of the fo
forests and fields have been gone out of existence and taken up
to pieces by the policies of the Central and Local Governments.
The policies were as follows: (1) the land taxation revision,
(2) the afforestation on the national forest land by the Central
Government, (3) the disposal of national forests and fields to
individual, village and the Local Government, (4) the reorganiza-
tion of the Local Government System, (5) the transfer of the
ownership from villages to the Local Government, (6) other many
policies after the World War II.

These policies have caused the villages-holding forests and
fields to lapse and take up to pieces. Many villages have lost
their common properties. Thus, it has been in general that one
village holds small forests and fields. As the result of the
reform, the relationships between villages have rapidly disappeared.





