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The Reorg=nirz=ation of the Communication System
in Boso Peninsula in the Late Shopgunate Period

Iitsumasa Yam~moto

The increasing access of the foreimm boats to the Javansee

comrsts in the late Tokusawa Period had a remsrkable influence
on the J=nanese society of that neriod, esmnecinlly to the neos-
ants 1life with the increasins burdens. At the beginning, to

cone with the incrersed traffics of the Shogunate officers and
s in the co~stal districts of Kanto, cnused by the ne-

o
essity of the defence, the Shosuncte and the dzimyvo governments
W

rom the countrvsoides. The villarse communities themselves had
cooner~ted reother willingly to such measures, Later on, however,
when the defence becscme a moré imnortant affair for the Shogunate
snd the h=n, they had to reogranize the traffic system, becruse
the secondary roads connecting ¥Kanto caost were mostly of smzll
scarle and hed less develoned stztion svstem. To these changing
attitudes of the Shogunate and han the peasantry became con-
scious that the increase in traffics was not temporary. In fact,
in 1842, when Natsudaira Tadakuni of Oshi han took charge of the
coast=1l defence, in the districts facing the Uraga Channel,many
villages near the stations which had been ordered to offer men
and horsés according to the sukego system, presented the petition
for the exemntion from the levy. The peasant resistence was
especially strong in the territories of Oyumi han and in Sakura

o

1an where they tried even the direct netition. Ahile in Awa

he!
AL

Q

in the Southern Kazusa the npeasants resistence was week and

{

ot

he reorgenization of the traffic system for the defence purmose
was carried out rather easily.. In this case the peasantry demand
only the decrease of the sukego burdens,

In this way, we can distinpfuish two reactions of the

peasantry agzinst the strengthening of the defence measures and
the consecuent increase in the trnffic., Anyhow the station
svstem of the coast2l districts in the Boso Peninsula became or-
Fanized in this occasiorm.
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