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The Situation of Towns and Villages Amalgamation
in Meiji Era
- A Case Study of Tottori Prefecture -

Taro SHIRAISHI

In Tottori Prefecture, the Local Government System in
Meiji Era was by and large established by the enforcement
of Tovms and Villages Act in 1889 (the 22nd year of Meiji).
During this period, the villages which had had.a long history
and tradition were considered essentially as the lower
reaches of the ruling system of the central government. In
the course of villages' amalgamation in Tottori Prefecture,
the following three steps are observed: (1) the amalgamation
under the Daiku-Shoku System, (2) the amalgamation at the
time of the enforcement of Towns and Villages Act, and (3)
the amalgamation for the disorganization of the Kumiai-Son
- a unionized group of villages. There happened 155 cases
of towns and/or villages amalgamation in the period between
the enforcement of the Daiku-Shoku System and that of Towns
and Villages Act. Among them, 127 cases were occurred in
1877 (th 10th year of Meiji). In many cases observed during
this period, the land-tax revision drove the small-scale
villages to amalgamation. Consequently, these amalgamations
came to lay the foundation of the independent towns and
villages under the Sanshinpo System, i.e. reorganization of
the Local Government System in 1878, Under the Sanshinpo
System, several towns and villages became associated, and
a Kocho - the headman of a village - was elected. Moreover,
the area of the Rengo-Kocho-Yakuba was settled., They played
a role as intermediator between the new and old municipalities.
Municipal districts in Tottori Prefecture, formed by Towns
and Villages Act, consisted of pne city, 237 towns and villages.
They were formed either as the result of the division of the
Rengo-Kocho-Yakuba area, or in conseguence of the reorgani-
zation of the districts themselves. In the last years of
Meiji, the reorganization of the new towns and villages
occurred., It was the amalgamation of some Kumiai-Son.

The situation of such towns and/or villages amalgamation
was conditioned by the process of Govermment's reformation
measures on the one hand and by the receptive or rejective
attitudes of the town and village authorities towards the
central government enforcement making the local government
a lawer reach of the state addministrative apparatus on the
other hand,






