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The Development of Land Improvement in Iwai Plain, Northern
Japan Kazuo AEBE

In this paper the author explicated the development of land
improvement in Iwai Plain since the Meiji Era, and obtained the
following remarks.

The land improvement in this area has been carried out
intermittently at four periods i.e., at the end of the Meiji Era
(1905-), at the beginning of the Showa Era(1929-), during the
World War II(1943-), and at the present time. In the undertakings
of land improvement through these periods, that of the end of the
Meiji Era was advanced most extensively. In this period, the land
improvement was one of the countermeasures to the frequent agri-
cultural disasters caused by cool summer. The peasants' awareness
of the necessity of this undertaking promoted its progress. The
cultivated fields improved were on river terraces free from ca-
lamities, where the developing technigue of rice cultivation in
those days was effective.

The following undertakings were carried out coping with the
circumstances surrounding agriculture at each period; the depre-
ciation of sericulture products and crops other than rice at the
beginning of the Showa Era, the campaign for increase of food-
stuff production during the World War II, and modernization in
cultivating due to the shortage of labor at the present time.





