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The Producticn and Consumption of Goods in Mountain Villages
in Central Kyushu, Western Japan, during the Late Meiji Era
Yoichi MAKINO

The primary cbject of this article is to delineate the
character of the life in mountain villages in cental Kyushu
during the late Meiji Era by comparing the production and
consumption of various goods. The source materials analysed

re so-called 'Choze' and 'Sonze' published at the turn of
this century. They contain valuable informations not only on

the agricultural and industrial products tut also on the con-

sumption of foods and miscellaneous goods.
Even in this mountainous region where paddy fields were

scanty, some of these villages sent out rice produced to other

areas. In the villages of this kind, the output of forest

products like timber and firewcod and such commodities as tea,

nmushroom and so on was not so large that rice necesserily
became the most important source of cash income. Taking this

fact into consideration, the authcr classified the villages in

this region into five groups according to the production &nd
consumption of rice.
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