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Marriage Pattern and Population Mobility in Kai(#32) Province

during the Edo Period

Tsunetcshi MIZOGUCHI

After examining the marriage pattern of 17 rural communities in
Kai Province during the Edo Pericd, the author cbtained the
following remarks.

1) The percentage of ccuples who were married within a
community was from 20 to 50 % in each community, and these
figures differ little from those in the Meiji Period.

2) The proportion of couples married within a community
was the greatest in mountain villages and the smallest in towns.
3) In all the communities, the percentage of people who
chose theilr spouse within 4 km. from their settlement was at
least 60 %, and those who found their marriage partner within
8 km. was at least 72 %. There is a marked tendency that the

inhabitants of towns and villages located on the main roads
chose their spouse from remote areas.

4) Natural barriers like rivers and mountains influenced
the migration pattern.

5) Concerning the intra-class marriage within a community,
many researchers thought that its proportion in the higher class
is smaller than that in the lower class, because higher class
peasants were so small in number in a community that they would
choose their spouse from remote areas. But in this study, the
author obtained a different result from traditional ideas. The
difference between the higher and the lower classes cannot be
found in this respect.

6) Migration pattern was almost the same throughout the Edo
Period.

@
o)
o
=
=
@
3
=
3=
=
&=
I~
=
=
S
=
=

)
=

b E B3] »H \n % b B
Hoo° vHOfE M BT ORI ST AT L © W A5 T (T o o H
A = % 7 F B B B 8 42 F F ¢ W o T BE 0 4
ik R O F o 4) 00 1 Q2 F B = +r & ¢ » #H X H
— B O IE T % B k ¢t o - o 45 &
® EE /A E — Z H— » B RN L 2 X k2 B OFH
B O " E =0 =0 = 5% % 0 5 5 5 C fifE X

&M E WD AAE £ CEHF L B E B
= SN = =] S B~ W - & °
g It A — c < 9 % T B 3
e % L = = L o &k D
K — 5 W ) b & PR T i R
o= °F =1 E S BT O * %4

—11—





