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A Study on the Distribution of Archeological Sites

Kunigoro MITOMO

In this article the auther considers, through the examination of the
distribution of archeclogical sites and their ruins, changes in community life
during the transition period since early Jomon period. The ruins of early Jomon
period are generally small in size and show rather limited local scale of ter-

ritorial organisation. Middie Jomon period is characterised by the notably large

n

ize of settlement(local community), due to the rapid increase in population. It
cave birth to the larpe size communities with more than 10 - 15 houses(2 - 4
clans), which had never existed before. In late Jomon period (including the ter-
minal stage of Jomon), number of ruins and archeclogical sites which we can re-
construct decreased, while we find increased number of personal ornaments and
sculptures of varicus kinds belonging tc this period.

1t appears that, in middle and late Jomon periods, the clan consisted
of several small unit groups of houses, this unit groups constituting a commu-
nityv. Probably the clans of a certain territorial extension formed a tribe. Teo-
ward the end of Jomon period the number of such large size community decreased.
wWe can explain this ract supposing that the economic basis of Jomon age life was
not laid in agriculture but in hunting, food-gathering and fishery.

The research on the settlement sites of middle Yavei period in Northern
Kvushu have revealed that the community size of that period had been of more
than 100 houses. Suku and Tateiwa site demonstrate the most representative cases
of middle Yavoi period settlement. Among the finds there are funerary urns(kame-
kan), noteworthy for many bronze mirrors and other bronze implements found with
these urns, which supposedly were used for the burial of the clan chieftain. The
appearance of the first primitive state may date away back to middle Yayoi pe-

riod.





