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On the changes of population distribution in Japan
since the late Feudal Days.
Minoru  KISHIMOTO

The distribution of population in the late Feudal Days was different
from that of nowadays. In 1750, the total population of Japan
were about thirty millions and more than half of it (59.5 percent)
were distributed in the south-western part of Japan from Kinki to
Kyushu around Osaka which was the economic center of our country
at that time, and also in the Feudal Days the increase rate of
population was the highest in Hokuriku,san-in,San>y¢,Shikoku and
Kyushu. The distribution of population and the increase rate of it
in 1970 is quite opposite to it, and the population of Tokyo-Nagoya-
Osaka Region has reached to about fifty five millions,49.6 percent
of Japan and the increase rate also is the most severe in that region.
It owes to the changes of the trunk traffic systems and of the economic
structures of Japan as the results of the collapse of the old régime
and the industrial revolution in Meiji Era. The regional pheromena
are under the control of the region's historiczl and physico-geograph-
ical conditions, and from the view point of geography, we should watch
how the inhabitants adapt the regional conditions and how they select

their course of life under the conditions of the region.
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