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A Historical Approach to the Structure of Wider Areas of
Shrine Worshipping in Tonami
Seiji Hashimoto
This article is an attempt in which the structure and the strucshrine
worshipping are analyzed in terms of Soja {major shrine) and Hokora
(small shrine) people in a number of villages worship in Tonami in the
Edo Period. The outline of this study is as follows:

1) Soja, situated in m achi (town) and worshipped by people in wider areas
than the machi, had been developed by the support of the feudal lord and
theeconomic prosperity of the machi in the Edo Period. The range of
areas, however, is not always defined.

2) Soja and Hokera in rural areas have been established and maintained
by villages which , by cooperating m utually, wish their agricultural success. The areas
in the early developed region are basically found within the limits of Go.

3) The structure of wide areas of shrine worshipping in Tonami was

hierarcal and complicatedly stratified.





