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Shiramine Village at the foot of Mt, Haku-san
-Its accommodation to the high economic growth-

Takao Yagasaki

The high economic growth since 1960 has caused a decline in
industry and a remarkable decrease in population of mountain
villages in Japan. This is a report about the conditions and
the accommodation to the high economic growth of a typical
mountain village, Shiramine-mura, in Ishikawa Prefecture.

The staple industry of the village, hitherto changing from
sericulture to charcoal making, have declined completely, which
led to the decrease of the population; while the roads have
been modernised with a rapid motorization, Earnest encouragement
of snrlcultu:e, stockraising, forestry etc, to fix the popula-
tion in the village has been rewarded only with some progress
in industry and sightseeing. It cannot detain youths because it
does not have proper employment, fr cho 1ce of their callings
and enough means of commuting to ne boring cities or towns,.

Now the population is decreasing rthe° on account of con-
ruction of dams, It stands on the rning point, where it
seems very important not only for the villagers but for the

ole nation to develop the vast mountain areas, .
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