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The Feudal Estates of Hatamoto-s (% #¥) in Suruga (8 ™)
Province
Kiyoji SASAKI

The Hatamoto-s or immediate vassals of Shogun numbered
about five thousands, of which three fifth possessed feudal
tenure, and their estates were distributed mainly around Edo
and Osaka. In Tokai (& % ) district also, such estates were
numerous especially at Suruga province.

In Suruga province, there were many cases where a village
was controlled by two or more hatamoto-s. Of such villages,
those controlled by two lords were most numerous. In an extreme
case, a village was shared by six hatamoto-s.

In some villages, the lands newly brought under cultivation
re allotted to another lord, thus these villages came to be
lled by two or more lords. Since the land tax was lower
lands directly controlled by Shogunate, some confusions
n ages snared by Shogunate and hatamoto-s. In areas
many liords, communal work such as dredging and
r made little progress, and flequently disputes
e between villages.

In order to control the estates, hatamoto-s established

al offices called jinva (¥ E), If the estates scattered
over several counties, special agents to help the clark of jinva

appointed at every groupe of estates.
When the hatamoto-s got into the financial trouble, some
perscns originally from wealthy peasants held the power to
control their estates. At the last days of Tokugawa regime, the
distinction between warriors or samurai-s and peasants
disappeared, and army corps organized by hatamoto-s were mainly
composed of peasants in their estates.





