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A Study on the Development of Farm Land in a Mountain Village

and Disputes on Irrigation Water and Green Manure in the Edo

hnl

Era Hisao HAYAMA

At the end of the 17th century, even an underdeveloped
mountain village as NoJjiri-mura developed into a typical village
in the Edo Era composed of independent peasants. In 1740, the
farm lands were extended after the completion of an irrigation
channel., The villagers of Nojiri-mura got into competition for
irrigation water with the people of Yaeji-mura, from where the
irrigation channel took its source.

In the latter half of the Edo Era, a dispute for green
manure arose between the NoJiri-mura and Tanono-mura, since in
Nojiri-mura the development of farm land had reached its limit
and villagers had to seek green manure in neighbouring villages'
area.

The two cormmunities in NoJiri-mura, Shimobun and Kagebun
united with regard to the securing of irrigation water, but they
struggled each other for green manure because their paddy fields
were located in defferent areas.





