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Disputes on the Height of Artificial Levees among the Waju(&#)
Communities Vasuo ITO

The alluvial plain at the western part of Mino(3#®) Province
ere three large rivers, the Kiso(#® ), the Hagara(Es ) and the
(4828 ) meet has been one of the prominent area in Japan which

to be flooded. To prevent the floods, people enclosed the
s with artificial levees. The inhabitants in an area
ounded by these levees ‘ormed a local community, which was
led waju

Between the adjoining waju-s, disputes often arose and the
major cause was the different height of the levees. But a system
to settle these disputes peacefully was established. They agreed
upon the limiting the height of the levees and marked these

limits with special stakes called jokui(E#t).
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